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E.O. 11652N/A 
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SUBJECT: SOVIET COVERAGE OF "MAYAGUEZ" INCIDENT 

REF: STATE 1 13030 

1. SOVIET MEDIA REPORTED WITHOUT SHARP RHETORIC THE U.S. 

OPERATION TO FREE THE MAYEGUEZ. IZVESTIY (MAY 15) IMPLIED 
DISAPPROVAL OF THE OPERATION BY REFERRING TO AN AFP REPORT THAT 
THE CAMBODIANS HAD AGREED LATE ON MAY 14 TO RELEASE THE SHIP, 

BUT THAT THE U.S. WENT AHEAD WITH THE OPERATION. UNDER THE 
HEADLINE "WAR ACTS OF THE U.S.A. NEAR THE COAST OF CAMBODIA," 

PRAVDA (MAY 16) CARRIED A TASS ITEM FROM WASHINGTON REPORTING 
THE DETAILS OF THE OPERATION AND THE CAMBODIAN STATEMENT ALLEGING 
THAT THE SHIP WAS ENGAGED IN INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES. PRAVDA 
ALSO REPORTED CRITICAL COMMENTS BY U.S. PUBLIC FIGURES AND BY 
BANGKOK AND U.K. NEWSPAPERS. 
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2. COMMENT: DESPITE THE INDIRECT CRITICISM CONTAINED IN THIS 
COVERAGE, SOVIET MEDIA HAVE BEEN RESTRAINED AND FAIRLY STRAIGHT. 
MOSCOW MAY FEEL THAT THERE IS LITTLE TO GAIN BY CRITICAL NOISES AT 
THE U.S. ON A MATTER THEY COULD NOT AFFECT BEFORE ITS FINAL 
DENOUEMENT. LIKEWISE THEY APPARENTLY FEEL NO SPECIAL NEED TO 
APPLAUD THE CAMBODIANS. THEY DID NOT MENTION THE SHIP'S POSITION 
AT THE TIME OF ITS SEIZURE, PROBABLY BECAUSE THEY DO NOT WANT TO 
TAKE A POSITION WHICH CAN BE USED AGAINST THEIR OWN LOS VIEWS 

ON INNOCENT PASSAGE. WE EXPECT THE SOVIETS TO LET THE INCIDENT 
PASS, ALTHOUGH MOSCOW WILL PROBABLY ISSUED A COMMENTARY OR A 
TASS STATMENT FOR THE RECORDS. 

3. WE TELEPHONED SUBSTANCE OF STATE 1 13030 TO MFA USA DIVISION 
AND DCM, IN AMBASSADOR S ABSENCE IN LENINGRAD. FOLLOWED UP WITH 
LETTER TO DIVISION CHIEF KORNIYENKO. WE HAVE HAD NO RESPONSE. 
STOESSEL 
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